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Population: 3,986,639
Area: 181,195 km2

GDP: $208.8B

Oklahoma

Lowest Cost of 
Doing Business
CNBC America’s Best 
States for Business, 2022

#2
Hardest 
Working State 
Wallethub, 2021

#7
Lowest 
industrial 
electricity cost 
and #5 lowest 
commercial 
electricity cost 
EIA.gov

#1

OKLAHOMA 
OFFERS A STABLE, 
PRO-BUSINESS 
ENVIRONMENT

AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEER 
WORKFORCE TAX 
CREDIT BENEFITS 
EMPLOYERS AND 
EMPLOYEES

45% OF OKLAHOMA-
GENERATED 
ENERGY COMES 
FROM RENEWABLE 
SOURCES 
EIA.gov
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Oklahoma

In the U.S., it doesn’t get any more central than Oklahoma.

Location & Transportation Network
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intersecting 
interstate highways 
offering access to every 
corner of the country
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101 million people within  
500 miles — Oklahoma has a 
population of approximately 

4 million, with nearly 1.5 million in the 
Oklahoma City metro and over 1 million in 
the Tulsa metro

4 

public-use airports, including two 
international airports — 94% of Oklahoma’s 
population is within a 30-minute drive of a 
jet-capable airport  

inland ports, 
including one of the 
largest, most inland, 
ice-free river ports in 
the U.S.
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Oklahoma’s Automotive Industry

As the U.S. sees an increase in onshoring of operations 
from automotive manufacturers and suppliers, Oklahoma 
is poised to become the next automotive hub. Combine 
its robust supply chain support system, access to 
renewable energy and strong manufacturing workforce 
with easy access to midwestern and southeastern U.S. 
states, and Oklahoma quickly rises to the top of the site 
selection list.

300+ 
Auto entities, including 
manufacturers, service 

and suppliers

Sector Specialties
Oklahoma’s automotive expertise extends to multiple vital areas of the 
sector, including batteries, automotive tools and components, and research & 
development.

Manufacturing
The state is already home to many automotive manufacturing operations 
including Michelin, Goodyear, SportChassis, Newell Coach, Canoo, IC Bus, and 
Lyseon North America, among others.

Supply Chain Databases 
Connex Oklahoma is a free, powerful supply chain database tool managed by 
the Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance. This database helps manufacturers find 
alternate suppliers, view their supply chain visually, avoid supply chain risks and 
find local suppliers. 

• Perform in-depth searches to identify the capabilities and 
materials you need from suppliers in Oklahoma. 

• View your supply chain and identify alternate sources to reduce 
risk from your network. 

• Post and respond to B2B opportunities, RFIs, and RFQs from 
local and national businesses.

#1
Lowest 
Unemployment 
Insurance Tax 
Tax Foundation

#1
Lowest state tax 
rate for new firm 
manufacturers
Tax Foundation

in Total Electricity 
Net Generation 
from Renewables in 
the U.S. 
American Clean Power

#3



Batteries
Oklahoma has the largest battery 
refurbishing facility in the U.S. 

Charging Stations

Oklahoma has an extensive supercharger 
network. Currently, another $66.3 million 
is being invested to expand the electric 
vehicle charging network to every corner 
of the state. 

Rare Earth Mineral Manufacturing

A critical component of electric vehicle 
manufacturing, Oklahoma was chosen 
for the first facility outside of China to 
process rare-earth and critical minerals.

Oklahoma’s Automotive Industry

As U.S. electric vehicle sales accelerate, 
automotive companies are stepping up 
production to meet the demand. 

Oklahoma’s Electric Vehicle Sector

“Oklahoma is home to the 
nation’s first comprehensive 
statewide network of public 
fast chargers and a model for 
the rest of the country. It took 
flexibility and collaboration 
across all levels of government 
and business in the state to 
make it happen.” 
- David Jankowsky
   FOUNDER & CEO,  FRANCIS ENERGY

“These are some of the 
hardest working, company-
driven people in the country. 
We couldn’t imagine a 
better, more economical and 
friendlier place to conduct 
business.”
- Brian Aneshansley 
   PRESIDENT, SPORTCHASSIS 

Lower energy 
costs than the 
national average
EIA.gov

40%Up
to 4.61¢/kWh

Average industrial 
electricity rate 
EIA.gov
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OKLAHOMA’S CAREERTECH NETWORK

technology center 
campuses offer 

automotive-related 
certification, training 

and testing

41  
campuses statewide 
across 29 technology 

center districts

59

Oklahoma’s CareerTech has the ability to respond quickly to industry needs to develop skilled 
workers through specialized training programs and facilities located across the state.

Oklahoma companies employ more than 10,000 
professionals in automotive-related fields. Our workforce 
services can help your business find the skilled workers 
you need now and develop a pipeline of talent for 
the future. Wages in Oklahoma’s automotive-related 
professions are 40% lower than the national average, with 
the state offering the 2nd lowest cost of living in the U.S.

40% 

“We work closely with Oklahoma’s 
workforce development team and our 
local CareerTech to help us find and train 
the most talented employees in our area.”  
- Grant Kernan  
   PRESIDENT & CEO 
   NEWELL COACH 

lower wages for 
automotive-related 

professions

new automotive-
related graduates 
from Oklahoma 

CareerTech programs 
by 2027

5,000 

Oklahoma’s Automotive Workforce

HIGHER EDUCATION IS GROWING AN AUTOMOTIVE WORKFORCE

OSU Institute of Technology is Oklahoma’s only university of applied technology, 
offering 39 programs, including five specialized automotive service technology 
program options. The institution is known for world-class teaching facilities, 
partnerships with industry and successful students ready to enter the workforce 
with a 90% career placement rate.

certified and engineering 
programs available through 

7 Oklahoma colleges and 
universities

21
engineering program 

completions in Oklahoma 
(2018-2021)

5,615
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Incentive Programs

 

• A corporate income tax credit of 5-10% of the compensation paid 
to the engineer, up to $12,500 per employee for five years. 

• Additional tax credit on 50% of the tuition cost reimbursed to 
qualifying employees. 

• Additionally, the engineer hired can receive a personal income 
tax credit of up to $5,000 per year for five years.

Find out more at okcommerce.gov/incentives

Automotive Engineer Workforce Tax Credit 
Companies that manufacture or assemble motor vehicles, or 
manufacture automotive parts and hire newly employed engineers 
may be eligible for: 

Five-Year Ad Valorem Exemption
A qualifying company can be exempt for 5 years from ad valorem 
taxes upon completion of new or expanded facilities. This incentive is 
available for manufacturing, research and development, warehouse and 
distribution, and certain computer/data processing services, refineries or 
aircraft repair companies. 

Investment/New Jobs Tax Credit Package 
Provides growing manufacturers with a substantial tax credit based on 
either an investment in depreciable property or on the addition of full-
time-equivalent employees engaged in manufacturing, processing or 
aircraft maintenance.

Training for Industry Program 
A program of Oklahoma’s CareerTech system, the Training for Industry 
Program (TIP) provides low- to no-cost training for most industry 
sectors. 

Whether the company is new to Oklahoma or an expansion, TIP offers 
robust services including:  

• training needs assessment and customized training programs 

• training provided on-site or alternate locations 

• training delivered through local CareerTech centers throughout 
Oklahoma 

• Reimbursement of training costs 

• $2.5 million annual payroll within 3 years of start date  

• Create new full-time positions 

• Pay new Oklahoma employees average wages above the state 
index wage

Quality Jobs Program
Cash payments of up to 5% of new payrolls for up to 10 years
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OKcommerce.gov/auto
900 N. Stiles Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104 
automotive@okcommerce.gov 
405-815-6552  |  800-588-5959




