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Commerce Launches Video Series Celebra4ng Community Revitaliza4on Along Route 66 
 
The Oklahoma Department of Commerce (Commerce) is pleased to unveil a new video series 
highligh<ng communi<es along Route 66. In an<cipa<on of the Route 66 Centennial celebra<on 
in 2026, the series aims to showcase the posi<ve impact of the revitaliza<on efforts in towns 
and ci<es along the historic highway.   
 
"I am excited to showcase the Route 66 projects we are inves<ng in and the revitaliza<on they 
are bringing to their communi<es through this new video series," said Lt. Governor MaN Pinnell. 
"FiQy-two percent of sales tax collected in Oklahoma is from our communi<es along Route 66, 
and with the centennial celebra<on quickly approaching, there has never been a beNer <me to 
invest in the Mother Road."  
 
“We all share and understand the value of Route 66,” said Oklahoma Representa<ve Mark 
Lawson. “Every community along the way should have access to this money to go and make as 
big a splash as possible along the route.”  
 
In late 2023, Commerce announced the launch of the Route 66 Grants program which allowed 
communi<es to apply for funding for municipali<es, nonprofits and government en<<es located 
on Route 66. To date, 24 projects have been awarded funding. This new video series will 
highlight some of those projects as they develop into stops along Route 66 for travelers looking 
to discover unique communi<es and landmarks.  
 
“Like many ci<es across Oklahoma and especially on Route 66, we are all under budget 
constraints,” said Joan Riley, Sapulpa City Manager. “Having the ability to leverage what we do 
have and use a grant to finish out and do it in a way that is the best it can be is invaluable.  
“We don't have the means to make these things happen,” said Edward ThreaN, Co-Founder, 
ThreaN Filling Legacy, LLC. “And, with that grant, it opens the door to us being able to see a 
future not just for ourselves, but for our family, the community of Luther in general.”  
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For a full playlist of Route 66 Community profiles, please visit here. Read the write-ups from the 
community profiles.    
 

### 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLusaOBBy_O6r1mLIAE6NiJ-c5Y2y0CDVi&si=cZJZ4A_VMkjpSOl0
https://www.okcommerce.gov/tag/project-66-grant/

